AGENDA ITEM I-3

City Manager's Office
STAFF REPORT
City Council
Meeting Date:
Staff Report Number:
Regular Business:

11/7/2017
17-263-CC
Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract
with Mercury Public Affairs for government
relations and legislative advocacy for an amount
not to exceed $96,000

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the City Council authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Mercury
Public Affairs for government relations and legislative advocacy for an amount not to exceed $96,000.
Policy Issues
This action is consistent with item #43 of the 2017 City Council Work Plan and will assist the City in
developing a legislative platform and advocating on behalf of Menlo Park to secure the tens of millions of
dollars necessary to support the large-scale infrastructure and transportation projects to meet the goals of
the Transportation Master Plan and other City infrastructure initiatives.
Background
The objective in pursuing a legislative program for the City is the keep the City Council, staff and residents
abreast of proposed legislation that may have the potential to impact the City. Ultimately, as the City
develops a legislative platform, staff can swiftly respond to proposed legislative that affects Menlo Park and
pursue state and federal funding for large-scale infrastructure and transportation projects. Moreover,
following the ConnectMenlo process, it became evident that the City will need state and federal funding to
make the quality of life improvements found within the plan.
Monitoring state and federal bills of concern to local government and Menlo Park would be just one part of
the City’s legislative program. Addressing the regional problems of housing affordability and traffic
congestion affecting Menlo Park requires the City to seek assistance from private and regional partners as
well as the state and federal government. In order to better advocate for solutions such as large-scale
regional infrastructure and transportation improvements particularly in the area of, the City needs a
consistent voice in Washington, DC as well as in Sacramento. The guiding motivation in securing a federal
advocate for the City is to assess and recommend projects based on the current political climate and assist
with navigating the federal apparatus, e.g., US Department of Transportation, US Department of Housing
and Urban Development, US Department of Treasury and Energy, the Office of Management and Budget,
various House and Senate committees and staff.
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Upon bid closing, a select number of staff reviewed the proposals based on the following criteria:
•
•
•
•
•

Firms’ qualifications, experience and references
Personnel and staffing
Work plan
Rates and fees
Quality and responsiveness of the proposal

Consistent with the City Council’s direction through the City Council Work Plan and FY 2017–18 Budget,
staff released a request for proposals (RFP) in August 2017, seeking responses from qualified firms to
engage in government relations and legislative advocacy. The City received thirteen proposals in response
to the RFP. Proposals were ranked by a select group of staff, based on the criteria set forth in the RFP
(Attachment A), with four finalists invited to interview during the weeks of October 2 and 9 (Table 1). After
reviewing all of the proposals, four firms were identified as finalists and invited to panel interviews. Members
of the panel included: Nikki Nagaya, Assistant Public Works Director; Jim Cogan, Housing and Economic
Development Manager; and Peter Ibrahim, Management Analyst II.

RFP Finalists (Table 1)
Federal
Advocacy
Yes

State
Advocacy
No

Federal Advocates

Yes

No

$6,250/month

Mercury Public
Affairs

Yes

Yes

$8,000/month

Townsend Public
Affairs

Yes

Yes

$5,000/month

Firms
Carpi & Clay

City of Menlo Park

Total Fee
$5,000/month
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Through the interviews, it became clear that many firms specialize in advocacy at the State level or Federal
level, but very few firms do both. Staff’s recommendation is based on the City’s need to prioritize Federal
advocacy, while also having some assistance with State advocacy. As illustrated in Table 2, most cities who
desire both State and Federal advocacy generally hire separate firms.
Survey of Local Cities with Advocacy (Table 2)
City
East Palo Alto
Emeryville

Federal
Advocacy
Yes,
$80,000/year

State
Advocacy
Unknown

Yes, $100,000/year for both

Palo Alto

Yes,
$96,000/year

Yes,
$102,000/year

Pittsburg

Yes,
$85,000

No

Analysis
Based on the evaluation criteria in the RFP and panel interviews, staff recommends entering into agreement
with Mercury Public Affairs (Attachment B). The firm has represented a roster of clients with a diverse range
of interests before the branches of federal government for over a decade. Mercury offers bi-partisan
consultancy and government affairs and will work with the City to develop our legislative platform and
articulate it to Congress and the current administration. Mercury will compliment and fortify the City’s
existing relationships with the California delegation to facilitate relationships with other influential legislators
and the current administration. Their strong connections in the US Department of Transportation and the
Office of Management and Budget are invaluable asset to the City’s endeavors.
The firm also demonstrates a high aptitude for policy and technical expertise. Mercury promises to offer
Menlo Park reach into key offices to promote visibility, ensure access to elected federal leadership on both
sides of the aisle and establish synergies to raise awareness. Mercury has a proven track record of
developing strategies that deliver unparalleled advantages in achieving objectives. In addition to federal
advocacy, Mercury will also provide State advocacy through their Sacramento office on an as-needed basis.
Monthly deliverables will include:
• Congressional outreach beyond the local members of the CA delegation
• Representation at Committee staff meetings
• Development of third-party group coalitions
• White House and Administration outreach
• Contact with key White House Staff
• Access to staff within the Office of Management and Budget
• Access to staff within the Department of Transportation
• Access to staff within the Department of Housing and Development
• Access to staff within the Department of Education
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• Mercury will assist with the identification of relevant grant opportunities and help develop strategies for
securing them.
• Congressional Committee Monitoring
• Monitor and report outcomes and deliverables of relevance for the City
The City’s primary contact will be Bryan Lanza, Managing Director in Mercury’s Washington DC office.
Bryan has several years of experience in public affairs and media strategy, along with extensive experience
in political campaigns and policy relations. Prior to joining Mercury, Bryan planned and implemented policy
priorities for dozens of California cities and specialist districts. Bryan has extensive experience in
Sacramento and Washington. He served as a legislative staffer and Chief of Staff in Sacramento, before
moving to Washington DC. He served as the Communication Director on President Trump’s campaign and
has been a media surrogate for the President. Last month, Lanza joined CNN as a political commentator.
Impact on City Resources
Funding for these services was included in the FY 2017–18 and staff does not anticipate additional
resources at this time.
Environmental Review
This action is not a project under CEQA.
Public Notice
Public Notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with the agenda items being listed, at least 72
hours prior to the meeting.
Attachments
A. City of Menlo Park: Government Relations and Legislative Advocacy RFP
B. Mercury Public Affairs Proposal – Government Relations and Legislative Advocacy
Report prepared by:
Peter Ibrahim, Management Analyst II
Report reviewed by:
Jim Cogan, Housing and Economic Development Manager
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ATTACHMENT A

Request for Proposals
(RFP)
Professional Consulting Services for:

Government Relations and
Legislative Advocacy
Proposals Due:
Friday, September 8, 2017 5:00 p.m.
Attn:
City Manager’s Office
701 Laurel Street
Menlo Park, CA 94025
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The City is issuing a Request for Proposals (RFP) from qualified firms to provide contracting services for
government relations and legislative advocacy.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The City of Menlo Park (“City”) City Manager’s Office coordinates the City’s legislative program at the state
and federal levels. The City seeks a dynamic, bipartisan team to provide federal legislative advocacy in
support of the City’s federal agenda. The City may consider state representation and could decide to award
those services in conjunction with the selection process.
This RFP is to invite all interested, qualified firms to submit proposals to provide professional services for
representing the City in legislative matters at the federal level for projects and initiatives as identified by the
City Council and staff. The primary focus is to assist the City with improving its efforts to influence legislation,
capture revenues available to local government and assist the City in identifying, applying for and receiving
competitive grants, and other discretionary funding available to the City.
Interested firms should prepare and submit a proposal, as described in this document. After review, the City
will establish a short list of up to five firms to be contacted for interviews. A final list of the most qualified
individuals or firms will be interviewed in accordance with the Consultant Selection Procedure Section.
The City reserves the right to select none, one, or more than one firm to provide services.

SCOPE OF SERVICES

The scope of work presented below is an example of what meets the City’s goals and objectives. Firms
selected to move forward in the selection process will need to meet these minimum requirements. Upon
selection, the firm will be expected to propose additions and modifications to the scope of work as is deemed
necessary or advisable and to incorporate their expertise in the final proposal.
A typical scope of work for this project may include the following components:


On at least an annual basis, assist with developing and updating the City’s legislative agenda and
policy platform to look at upcoming legislative trends.



Proactively address legislation, topics or issues that unfold in advance of the legislative session.



Develop and implement strategies to obtain funding for the City’s projects and programs, including,
but not limited to major public works projects, transportation and infrastructure.



Schedule meetings for City officials with key members of Congress and their staff, the administration,
federal agencies and other key stakeholders during visits to Washington, D.C., including facilitating
meetings during the National League of Cities, U.S. Conference of Mayors and other conferences.



Develop strong working relationships with the administration, and members of Congress and their
staff, federal agencies and other key stakeholders.
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Raise, discuss and recommend any affirmative legislative action that may benefit the City, and
identify any potential or actual legislative or agency action that may impact the City and region.



Coordinate and collaborate with other organizations, municipalities, companies and firms having
similar legislative objectives as the City. Where appropriate, advocate positions on legislation and
work to secure language in legislation that will advance the City’s interests.



Regularly communicate with the City to assess legislative options, analyze legislation and discuss
policy objectives including review and input into the City’s legislative policy platform.



Provide the City with a written annual report, related to the City’s federal agenda and a summary of
services provided and measurable results achieved on behalf of the City.



Draft letters, legislative language and talking points on legislation as necessary.



Testify at the direction of and on behalf of the City at hearings before legislative committees.



Conduct not less than one in-person briefing in Menlo Park per year to the Mayor and City Council
and key City departments as identified by the City Manager’s Office.

DELIVERABLES

Proposals shall provide the information requested in the order shown below. This will help to maintain a level
of consistency for review of the material submitted. If a proposal does not follow the format and the order
shown below, it may be determined to be non-responsive and thus be eliminated from further consideration.
Proposals are required to contain the following information including:
Understanding the Scope of Work
A description of how the firm will carry out the scope of services described in this RFP including the
firm’s approach to achieve the City’s expected goals and outcomes. Furthermore, the method to be
utilized to update the City on a regular basis on issues, how the firm will adhere urgent issues, the
process utilized to gain understanding of proposed legislation before it is introduced in the legislative
session, and other relevant strategies to assist the City in understanding firm’s network, experience,
understanding and advocacy style.
Organization and Credentials
Identify the principal staff who will be assigned to the project and a description of their responsibilities.
Provide a work history of these key personnel, including descriptions of their previous projects and
responsibilities. Describe the size of the firm and availability to perform the project work that could begin
immediately and the availability to perform the work during the next six months to one year.
Experience
A minimum of three (3) references of current or former clients and representative projects undertaken in
the last five years demonstrating experience relevant to this request and which are related to
government advocacy. Provide the contract person’s name, title, address, phone number and email
address. Provide a list of current clients.
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Litigation
Firms are required to list past, current, or pending litigation resulting from professional services rendered
over the past five years. If a court or an arbitrator rendered a decision, state the results.
Fees
Provide a rate proposal based on a monthly payment amount.
SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS

Consultant candidate shall submit their proposal in accordance with the requirements set forth in the Request
for Proposals (RFP). Questions should be directed to Peter Ibrahim at (650) 330-6609 or
piibrahim@menlopark.org
Proposals must be submitted in pdf via email. The submission deadline is Friday, September 8, 2017, at 5
p.m.
Attention:
Peter Ibrahim, Management Analyst II
piibrahim@menlopark.org

Any submittal arriving after the deadline will be disqualified. Faxed responses will not be accepted.


All materials submitted to the City in the RFP process will be retained for City use and will not be
returned to the respective Consultant.



Other promotional material may be submitted as a separate enclosure. This material will be used to
update City files only. It will not be considered as part of this selection process.

A. Consultant Selection
The City Manager will review submitted proposals pursuant to this RFP. The City Manager may choose
to interview a limited number of the respondents. After analysis of the responses, the City Manager will
make a recommendation for award for award of the contract for services.
B. Request for Supplemental Information
The City reserves the right to require additional information from the Consultant candidates which
supplements or explains the submitted materials.
C. California Public Records Act
Each candidate should be aware that although the California Public Records Act recognizes that
certain confidential trade secret information may be protected from disclosure, the City of Menlo Park
might not be in a position to establish that the information that a candidate submits is a trade secret.
If a request is made for information marked “confidential,” the City will provide the candidate who
submitted such information with reasonable notice to allow the candidate to seek protection from
disclosure by a court of competent jurisdiction.
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D. Evaluation of Consultant Qualifications
Evaluation of proposals will include, but is not limited to, consideration of evidence that the
Consultant: performs in a timely, efficient manner; maintains the availability to work very
cooperatively and communicate very clearly with City staff; demonstrates well organized and
practical work; prepares satisfactory cost estimates; demonstrates an adequate familiarity and
understanding of the services necessary to perform the work; and meets the insurance requirements.
E. Rejection of Proposal
1. The City reserves the right to determine and evaluate the qualifications of the Consultant
candidates and to reject any proposal.
2. The City retains the right to waive minor irregularities in the statement format.
3. Basis for rejection includes but is not limited to:




Contains false or misleading statements
Unsigned cover letter
Received after the due date

Consultants will be selected on the basis of professional qualifications and demonstrated competence in
accordance with the City’s Consultant Selection Procedure.
Consultant candidates will be evaluated on the basis of the breadth of expertise and experience either as an
individual firm or as a team. Assessment will be made on their familiarity and understanding of the services
necessary to perform the work.
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OWNERSHIP OF DOCUMENTS
By responding to this RFP for the Government Relations and Legislative Advocacy, the Consultant is
acknowledging future compliance with the following requirement:
All reports, documents or other materials developed or discovered by the consultant
or any other person engaged directly or indirectly by the consultant to perform the
services required hereunder, shall be and remain the property of the City without
restriction or limitation upon their use.
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ATTACHMENT B

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS AND LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY

City of Menlo Park
SEPTEMBER 2017
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCOPE OF WORK
Mercury has represented a roster of clients with a diverse range of interests before the
branches of federal government for over a decade. Mercury sets itself apart from others in
Washington, D.C. by providing best in class, bi-partisan consultancy and government
affairs to deliver results for our clients.
To achieve our goals, we require precise agreement on our tactics. If hired, Mercury will
work with you to develop a strategy that articulates your value proposition to
congressional and administration power players. We will utilize Mercury’s bi-partisan
Washington, D.C. government relations and lobbying team to influence Members of
Congress and shape legislation important to the City of Menlo Park.

INTRODUCTION
Given the fact that California is a solid blue state that overwhelmingly votes Democrat, the
state will not be natural nor a priority focus of the Trump Administration and its allies. In
addition, the City of Menlo Park overwhelmingly voted for Secretary Hillary Clinton in
November 2016.
The administration is certain to direct the majority of its attention to the states that
elevated Donald Trump to the presidency, as the President will inevitably rely on those
states for support to win re-election in 2020.
Compounding the political problem is one of proximity as the City of Menlo Park is a long
way from the tumult and churn in Washington, D.C. It is expected many members are not
aware of the vibrant and innovative community that is the City of Menlo Park.
To succeed in this engagement, Mercury believes it will be imperative for the City of Menlo
Park to develop a strategy and tactics to stand out among cities in important electoral
states such as Ohio, North Carolina, Indiana, Michigan, Georgia, Pennsylvania and
Wisconsin.

VISIBILITY, ACCESS, ACCOUNTABILITY
Proximity and political problems aside, the City of Menlo Park faces stiff competition to
capture the attention of the federal government and procure the funds and projects it
wants and needs from other cities its size around the country.
To overcome these challenges with greater speed and success than your competition,
Mercury proposes to improve three key capabilities for the City of Menlo Park:
1. Visibility
2. Access
3. Accountability
2
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In other words, no surprises coming out of Washington, D.C. about community
development grants, infrastructure, housing, education, and other issues important to the
City of Menlo Park.
Visibility – “Fake News” is a term we see a lot these days. City planners require accurate
and actionable intelligence from reliable sources inside Congress, regulatory agencies and
the White House. Mercury offers best-in-class reach into key offices to provide our clients
fact-forward analyses of shifting centers of gravity and possible outcomes that would
impact the City of Menlo Park. When there are issues of urgency for the City of Menlo
Park, Mercury’s team will be relentless to stay in front of the issue while remaining
strategic to ensure the City of Menlo of Park is positively positioned in the Congress,
regulatory agencies, and the Trump administration.
We will help you understand and leverage the tempo of this President, and the complex
nature of relationships within the White House. Mercury will help you understand the
ideologies that drive the decision-making process among senior officials, including
President Trump himself. Our government affairs team in Washington, D.C. has served at
the highest levels of the Trump campaign and transition operation and understand how to
align the priorities of the City of Menlo Park with those of the Trump administration.
Access – Mercury will compliment and fortify your existing relationships with the
California delegation to improve your access and facilitate relationships with other
influential Senators, Members of the House of Representatives, and the Trump
administration.
Mercury has significant reach into elected leadership on both sides of the aisle, most
notably in key committees and the key states of New York, California, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Florida, Tennessee, and North Carolina. Mercury will help the City of
Menlo Park leverage these relationships and establish synergies to raise awareness and
build priority status for the issues and concerns facing the city.
Our access to these important policymakers is rooted in our personal and professional
backgrounds. Mercury’s staff hails from the offices and former campaigns of a number of
prominent lawmakers, including, most recently, the Trump campaign and transition office.
Other offices with a direct connection to Mercury’s team of experts include:
 Office of Management and Budget Director Mick Mulvaney
 Dr. Ben Carson, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
 Steven Mnuchin, Secretary of the Treasury
 Former Governor Rick Perry, Secretary of Energy
 Chairman of Senate Appropriations Thad Cochran (R-MS)
3
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Chairwoman of House Budget Committee Diane Black (R-TN)
Chairman of Senate Appropriations Sub-committee on Energy U.S. Senator Lamar
Alexander (R-TN)
Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY)
Senate Democratic Whip Steny Hoyer (D-MD)
Chairman of House Appropriations Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-NJ)
Chairman of Senate Banking Committee Michael Crapo (R-ID)
Chairman of Senate Banking Sub-committee on Transportation and Community
Development Senator Tim Scott (R-SC)
Senator Bob Corker (R-TN), rumored to be next Chairman of Senate Banking
Chairman of Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation John Thune (R-SD)
Chairman of House Transportation Committee Bill Shuster (R-PA)
Congressman John J. Duncan, Jr. (R-TN), senior member of the House
Transportation Committee

Accountability – Mercury is committed to be accountable to the leadership and taxpayers
of the City of Menlo Park. Our experts are not just deeply connected to the inner-workings
of Washington, D.C., but also deeply engaged and involved at every level of the work we do
on behalf of our clients.
In other words, we are a team of doers, not delegators. This approach differentiates our
firm from many others in Washington, D.C., and provides our clients with an unparalleled
advantage in achieving their objectives.
As events unfold in Washington, D.C., Mercury will provide real-time updates and strategic
guidance to inform the City of Menlo Park’s efforts and ensure that you are in the best
position possible to achieve meaningful results on behalf of the residents of Menlo Park.
These updates will be provided either via written correspondence, conference calls, or
web-based meetings per the preference of the leadership of the City of Menlo Park.

ORGANIZATION AND CREDENTIALS
THE MERCURY DIFFERENCE
Mercury is a high-stakes, bi-partisan public strategy firm. We know what it takes to win in
difficult situations, with proven results for the world’s most successful companies,
advocacy groups and policymakers.
Mercury not only has the experience and reach in Washington, D.C. and across the
country, we have a special understanding of the opportunities and challenges in Menlo
Park, its issues, and its culture. We are honored to be considered as your potential partner
for such an engagement. We distinguish ourselves through a strategic approach built on
rigor, collaboration, caring, and a commitment to understanding who our clients truly are.
4
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Our ability to deliver results comes from extensive, must-win experience in political
campaigns and the highest levels of media, business, government, and politics. Our success
is built on persuading the toughest, most diverse audiences. And our distinctive advantage
comes from controlling the external environment to achieve the desired outcome for our
clients, deploying whatever capability, tactic and team is best for the challenge.
Our firm is not just led by top talent – we distinguish ourselves by having senior, bipartisan talent deeply engaged in each project from start to finish, a promise we keep to
clients.
Mercury has been trusted by some of the largest governments and corporations in the
world to help them achieve complex, non-traditional business objectives in Washington,
D.C. We have a long history of understanding the unique communications challenges our
clients have faced, and our understanding and experience has shaped top influencers’
opinions and changed the conversation to positively benefit our clients.
Mercury offers a comprehensive suite of services that includes strategic media relations,
polling, grassroots coalition building, thought leadership, government affairs and digital
influence. The firm has an established global presence, including offices in Los Angeles,
New York City, Washington, DC, Sacramento, Los Angeles, London and Mexico City.
Our Washington, D.C. office is in Washington’s Navy Yard in the historic Boilermaker
Building at 300 Tingey Street Southeast.
From clients in health care, energy, transportation, and education, Mercury has
represented a diverse range of interests before the branches of federal government.
Mercury sets itself apart from others in Washington, D.C. by providing best in class
consultancy and government affairs to deliver results for our clients on both sides of the
aisle.
Due to the unique nature of the blue-city, red-state political environment, Mercury
understands the unique dynamics of the Trump administration and the needs of America’s
cities. Mercury will provide counsel and tailored lobbying in Washington, D.C. to help
ensure that the City of Menlo Park is favorably positioned at the federal level.

5
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THE MERCURY TEAM
If hired, Mercury will work with you to develop a strategy that articulates your value
proposition to Congressional power players and the Trump administration.
Mercury pledges to utilize Mercury’s bi-partisan Washington, D.C. government relations
and lobbying team to influence Members of Congress to positively affect legislation
important to the City of Menlo Park. You can find full biographies of our team members at
the end of this document.
For this engagement, the Mercury leads will be Former Congressman Vin Weber, Bryan
Lanza, and Mark Braden. While not all of these team members would be necessary day-today, they are just a sampling of the type of professionals available for this project.
Congressman Vin Weber

Senator David Vitter

Former Member of Congress, widely
recognized as one of top GOP
lobbyists in Washington, D.C.

Former U.S. Senator with relationships
within Trump administration and
Capitol Hill.

Congressman Denny Rehberg

Morris Reid

Former Member of Congress with
deep understanding of health care and
appropriations policy.

Former Clinton Administration aide
with reach across Washington and
around the world.

Michael Soliman • PARTNER

Mike DuHaime

Former Chief of Staff and Senior
Advisor to U.S. Senator Menendez (DNJ).

Longtime Republican operative with
relationships with key Trump
administration officials and Members
of Congress.

Erick Mullen

Bryan Lanza

Former Senior Advisor to Senate
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (DNY) and House Democratic Whip
Steny Hoyer (D-MD)

Former Senior Advisor and Deputy
Communications Advisor to President
Donald J. Trump’s Presidential
Campaign

Mo Butler

Al Simpson

Former State Director and Senior
Advisor to U.S. Senator Booker (D-NJ)

Former Chief of Staff to current OMB
Director Mick Mulvaney.

Mike McSherry

Andrea Bozek

Longtime political operative with deep
reach on Capitol Hill who served as

Longtime political operative with deep
ties to Members of Congress and their
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Chief Floor Whip for President Trump
at the 2016 RNC Convention.

staff with stints at the NRSC and the
RNC.

Mark Braden

Stephen Aaron

Former Campaign Manager to U.S.
Senators Lamar Alexander (R-TN), Bob
Corker (R-TN), and Richard Burr (RNC). Served U.S. Rep. Duncan (R-TN)
as legislative aide.

Government affairs professional with
deep relationships in both House and
Senate. Former staffer on the Senate
Environment and Public Works
committee.

Ayal Frank

Jennifer Kaufmann

Former policy advisor to Congressman
Maloney (D-CT).

Former policy advisor and counsel to
Rep. Alcee Hastings (D-FL) working on
matters related to transportation and
financial services.
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EXPERIENCE
Mercury’s extensive experience with municipalities garnered millions of dollars in federal
funds. Our professionals have represented over 20 cities in California alone, including
City of Oakland, City of Emeryville and City of Hayward.
The following are clients Mercury has provided government relations, lobbying, or
strategic consulting for projects that are relevant to the services Mercury would provide
for the City of Menlo Park:
Montgomery County, Maryland
POC:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

Melanie Wenger, Director, Office of Intergovernmental Relations
101 Monroe Ave., 4th Floor, Rockville, MD 20850
240-777-6556
Melanie.wenger@montgomerycountymd.gov

PennEast Pipeline Company, LLC
POC:
Email:

Larry Godlasky
lgodlasky@ugies.com

Nektar
POC:
Email:

Jennifer Ruddock
JRuddock@nektar.com

National Public Finance Guarantee Corporation
POC:
Email:

Bill Rizzo
bill.rizzo@nationalpfg.com

American Wind Energy Association
POC:
Email:

Tom Darin
tdarin@awea.org

New York State Association of Counties
POC:
Email:

Steve Acquario
sacquario@nysac.org

8
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LITIGATION
Mercury has no pending or past litigation for the past 5 years.

FEES
Mercury proposes compensation for the first year of services requested at $8,000 per
month. Mercury will invoice the City of Menlo Park each month for services rendered.
All travel expenses deemed necessary by Mercury and the City of Menlo Park will be
agreed upon by both parties before making purchase. Travel expenses will be made in
compliance with City of Menlo Park’s policies.

9

PAGE 610

FULL BIOGRAPHIES
Hon. Vin Weber • PARTNER
Vin Weber is a Partner at Mercury in Washington, D.C. He provides strategic advice to
institutions with matters before the legislative and executive branches of the federal
government. Vin has successfully advised numerous clients on matters pertaining to
mergers & acquisitions, crisis management, strategic communications and international
strategies.
Vin served in the United States House of Representatives from 1981 to 1993, representing
Minnesota’s 2nd Congressional District. He was a member of the Appropriations
Committee and an elected member of the House Republican Leadership.
Vin is one of the most prominent and successful strategists in the Republican Party and
enjoys strong bi-partisan relationships across the legislative and executive branches of
government. He serves as a trusted advisor to senior officials in the Administration and on
Capitol Hill, and has counseled numerous Presidential campaigns. In 2004, Vin was the
Bush-Cheney ’04 Plains States Regional Chairman. He also served as Policy Chairman for
Governor Mitt Romney’s 2008 presidential campaign. He is featured often in national
publications, including the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, Los
Angeles Times, Associated Press, National Journal, POLITICO and Financial Times. He is a
sought-after political and policy analyst, appearing frequently on major television outlets,
including NBC’s Nightly News, PBS News Hour, Bloomberg’s With All Due Respect, Fox
News Channel, CNN, MSNBC and he contributes often to NPR, including the Diane Rehm
Show. Washingtonian magazine named Vin #5 in their list of Washington’s 50 top
lobbyists.
Vin is former Chairman of the National Endowment for Democracy, a private, nonprofit
organization designed to strengthen democratic institutions around the world through
nongovernmental efforts. He serves on the Board of The Council on Foreign Relations and
co-chaired a major independent task force on U.S. Policy Toward Reform in the Arab
World with former U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. Vin is a former member of
the U.S. Secretary of Defense’s Defense Policy Board Advisory Committee, and he also
served on the U.S. Secretary of State’s Advisory Committee on Democracy Promotion. For
twelve years, Vin co-directed the Policy Forum—formerly the Mondale Forum—at the
Humphrey Institute of the University of Minnesota along with former Congressman Tim
Penny and he continues to be active with the school. In addition, Vin has served on the
boards of over a dozen for-profit corporations ranging from start-ups to Fortune 100
companies.
Vin has authored and contributed to a number of task forces and reports. He co-directed
the Center for Strategic and International Studies’ project on U.S. international
development strategies and co-authored, along with former White House counsel, Greg
10
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Craig, a report on U.S. policy toward Egypt, published by the Washington Institute for Near
East Policy. Currently, Vin co-chairs the Bi-partisan Policy Center’s Health and Housing
Task Force and serves as an advisor to the Atlantic Council’s Middle East Strategy Task
Force, led by from Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and former National Security
Advisory, Stephen Hadley.
Prior to opening Clark & Weinstock’s Washington, D.C. office in 1994, Vin was president
and co-director with Jack Kemp, Jeane Kirkpatrick and Bill Bennett – of Empower America,
a public policy advocacy group. Before his Congressional service, he was campaign
manager and chief Minnesota aide to Sen. Rudy Boschwitz (1978-1980), and the copublisher of the Murray County Herald (1976-1978).

Michael Soliman • PARTNER
Michael Soliman is a Partner at Mercury, working out of the New Jersey and Washington,
DC offices. Mike is one of eleven Partners that run the firm nationally. His unparalleled
knowledge of the region’s politics, government and business sectors proves to be an
invaluable resource to private sector clients throughout the entire Northeast.
A fixture of the PolitickerNJ Power List for the past nine years and previously selected as
an influencer by Campaigns & Elections Magazine, Mike has emerged as a top Democratic
operative and trusted senior advisor to U.S. Senators Robert Menendez and Cory Booker,
Mayor Steven Fulop of Jersey City, as well as several other high profile elected officials
throughout New Jersey.
Most recently, Mike severed as strategic adviser to Congressman-elect Josh Gottheimer’s
successful campaign in a competitive 5th district race against a 14 year incumbent.
Mike brings to Mercury a lifetime of experience in campaign management, government
relations and strategic communications that offers clients creative solutions to their most
pressing problems.
According to the Philadelphia Inquirer, “Until recently, Mike was Menendez’s state
director and chief of staff in New Jersey, making him the senator’s eyes, ears and voice
back home and allowing him to build relationships with key players in the Garden State.
Soliman also managed Menendez’s 2012 re-election run. He still works as a Menendez
ambassador and now keeps powerful bi-partisan company at Mercury Public Affairs.
Among the firm’s partners is Michael DuHaime, Gov. Christie’s top political strategist.”
As Senator Menendez’s state director and chief of staff in New Jersey, Mike managed the
Senator’s staff in New Jersey and acted as principal liaison between Senator Menendez
and New Jersey’s business leaders, legislators, county executives and mayors, for all of
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New Jersey’s 21 counties and 566 municipalities. Mike also worked hand-in- hand with the
Senator’s DC-based staff mapping out legislative priorities.
He left his post temporarily in 2012 to manage the Senator’s successful re-election
campaign. Mike led the coordination of all facets of the multi-million dollar campaign;
including the communications, fundraising, advertising, polling and grassroots divisions.
Senator Menendez won the election by 20 points, thereby solidifying his rise to become
Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee and a senior member of the Senate
Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs.
Previously, Mike served as lead strategist for US Senator Cory Booker’s successful 2014
Senate campaign, and as the District Director for US Congressman Steve Rothman. He ran
the Congressman’s district offices in Hackensack and Jersey City where he managed dayto- day operations including community outreach and constituent support.
During his career in public service, he has also advised the campaigns of the late Senator
Frank Lautenberg, former Governor Jon Corzine and Congressman Bill Pascrell.
Mike began his career working on the campaigns of various Democratic elected officials,
including Mayor Glenn Cunningham of Jersey City and state Senator Bob Gordon.
Born, raised and educated in New Jersey, he earned a BA in Political Science from St.
Peter’s University in 2001 and his Masters of Public Affairs and Politics from the Bloustein
School at Rutgers University in 2006.
Mike is a frequent guest lecturer. Highlights include speaking at his undergraduate alma
mater as well as at the Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics. He resides in
Hawthorne, NJ with his wife, Karen.

Hon. Denny Rehberg • CO-CHAIRMAN
Prior to joining the firm, Denny represented Montana’s at-large district for twelve years in
the U.S. House of Representatives. In Congress, Rehberg served on the Appropriations
Committee, and chaired the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health &
Human Services, and Education for two years. He also served on the House Agriculture,
Transportation and Resources Committees.
The Congressman spent his career in Washington working on issues that matter most to
the people of Montana—comprehensive energy policy, agriculture, education, healthcare,
and transportation, specifically air, rail, and highway transportation.
From 1982 to the present, Denny has owned and operated Rehberg Ranch Land and
Livestock, located near Billings. Founded by Rehberg’s great-grandfather, the 600 head
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cattle ranch has been in the family for five generations. Denny has also invested much of
his time and energy in the real estate industry in Montana. In 2000, he annexed into the
city of Billings a portion of the family ranch to build Rehberg Ranch Estates—an 800 acre
planned unit development community. Jan Rehberg, his wife of 35 years, manages the real
estate holdings for the family. The Congressman also served as the government relations
liaison to the state legislature for the Montana Association of Realtors in 1979 and 1983.
Denny was Lieutenant Governor of Montana from 1991-1997. He was appointed to the
position in 1991 by Governor Stephens, and elected to a full-term in 1992 with Governor
Marc Racicot. Denny spent much of his early career in Montana state politics—first elected
to the state House at the age of 29, where he served three terms. He worked as campaign
manager for Senator Burns in 1988, later serving as the Senator’s state director from
1989-1991. He also worked for Congressman Ron Marlenee (MT), during the time Denny
and wife Jan lived in Washington, D.C. while she attended law school at George
Washington University.
Denny and Jan Rehberg have three children—A.J., Katie, and Elsie. A helicopter pilot,
Denny often flew himself to state events during his tenure in the House. He is an avid
hunter and fisherman. Since leaving Congress Denny has joined the National Franchise
Association subsequently building and operating two Burger Kings and two Popeyes. Two
more Popeyes are under construction. He is a board member for the National Jobs Corps
Association and holds memberships with the Montana Farm Bureau, Montana Stock
Growers, Montana Wool Growers, National Federation of Independent Business, Billings
Rod and Gun Club, and Safari Club International. Rehberg is a Rotarian, a 33rd degree
Mason and a Shriner.

Erick Mullen • MANAGING DIRECTOR
With more than two decades of experience in public service and consulting, Erick has
developed a one of a kind value proposition by providing clients a tactically agnostic 360degree perspective. Erick offers unique value opportunity with his strong elite-level
personal and professional network. His commitment to candor, loyalty, accountability and
results means Erick is an insider who doesn’t waste time guessing.
His career started working for several senior Federal policymakers in the U.S. Congress,
beginning with then-Congressman Leon Panetta, then Democratic Whip Steny Hoyer,
Congressman John D. Dingell’s campaign and Senator Chuck Schumer.
Erick was a consultant to Bill Bradley’s presidential campaign and Hillary Clinton’s first
campaign for the Senate. Erick worked in Montenegro to help that country’s first
president, Milo Djukanovic, manage his media and message and has represented General
Wesley K. Clark and his political action committee, WesPAC, since 2004. He was selected
by the bi-partisan and bicameral Congressional leadership to help produce the historic
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Joint Session of Congress at Ground Zero commemorating the first anniversary of the
attacks of 9/11 and has appeared on TV news and been quoted in newspapers around the
world. A 1995 graduate of George Mason University, Erick and his wife, Kelly Craighead,
live in Washington, D.C.

Modia "Mo" Butler • MANAGING DIRECTOR
Mo Butler is a highly respected public affairs expert with extensive experience in
government relations, political campaigns, and strategic communications in New Jersey
and Washington, D.C.
Previously, Mo held the title of Chief of Staff for New Jersey Senator Cory Booker. In that
capacity, he managed Senator Booker’s state office and advised him on both state and
national affairs.
In addition, he was Senior Advisor for both of Senator Cory Booker’s successful Senate
political campaigns.
Prior to that, Mo held the title of Chief of Staff for Senator Booker while he was Mayor of
the City of Newark. In that role he was charged with ensuring the daily operations of the
City, while managing a workforce of 3,000 employees. In addition, for more than 7 years he
was the Chairman for the Newark Housing Authority, during which he led the successful
restructuring of the public housing agency. During his tenure, the city experienced the
completion of major redevelopment projects resulting in urban renewal throughout the
city.
Before joining city government, Mo was the President of Newark Now, a not for profit
community organization that galvanized and empowered constituents in government and
civic activities.
Mo Butler has been selected as one of the most powerful people in NJ by Politicker NJ for
8 years in a row and has been highlighted in various media outlets for his work within
Newark and NJ.
Mo received his BA from Franklin and Marshall College and Masters Degree from the
Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers University.

Mike McSherry • MANAGING DIRECTOR
A seasoned political veteran who has spearheaded successful campaigns at the national
and state level, Mike provides strategic counsel to institutions dealing with federal and
state legislative and intragovernmental issues. His experience serving in appointed offices
at the state and federal levels, as well as in key leadership positions in a number of national
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political organizations, allows him to successfully advise a range of clients seeking to
navigate the corridors of power in Washington and at the state level.
Mike served as Director of the Virginia Liaison Office for Federal Affairs for Virginia
Governor Jim Gilmore. During this time he was responsible for working with the Virginia
Congressional delegation on federal regulatory and legislative issues. He gained further
experience in federal-state relations serving as Executive Director of the Republican
Governors’ Association and, later as Director of Government Affairs for the Republican
National Committee. He was a member of the Staff Advisory Council (SAC) for the
National Governors’ Association, the Executive SAC of the Southern Governors’
Association and a Governors Delegate to the Appalachian Regional Commission.
Mike’s direct federal experience includes appointments to the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development where he served on the staff of Secretary Jack Kemp and the U.S.
Department of Labor. As Deputy Political Director of the National Republican Senatorial
Committee, Mike was directly involved in the elections of 11 members of the U.S. Senate.

MARK BRADEN • SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
Mark Braden is a seasoned political operative with experience in presidential and
statewide political campaigns who provides extensive experience advising domestic and
international clients on a diverse array of policy issues.
At Mercury, Braden works out of the Nashville, Tennessee and Washington, DC offices
advising clients on Capitol Hill and in state legislatures across the country focused on
defense, foreign affairs, trade, health care, education, transportation, regulatory, and
procurement issues. Braden also specializes in leading grassroots and media campaigns for
non-profits and corporate clients to impact legislation and public opinion both in
Washington and across the country.
In 2014, Braden served as the campaign manager for the re-election campaign of U.S.
Senator Lamar Alexander. He also managed the 2012 campaign for U.S. Senator Bob
Corker.
Prior to his work in Tennessee, Braden managed the re-election campaign of U.S. Senator
Richard Burr. He also served as Chief of Staff and Communications Director of the North
Carolina Republican Party.
In 2009, Braden served as Deputy Campaign Manager for Governor Chris Christie. Prior to
that role, Braden oversaw the day-to-day operations of Governor Christie’s transition
office as Deputy Executive Director.
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Braden was a Senior National Advance Representative for U.S. Senator John McCain’s
2008 presidential campaign. Braden’s early career includes a stint on Capitol Hill as a
legislative aide to U.S. Congressman John J. Duncan, Jr.
A graduate of the University of Tennessee and lifelong fan of the Vols, Braden resides in
Nashville with his wife, Katy, and their two children.

Ayal Frank • SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
Ayal Frank is a Senior Vice President in Mercury’s Washington, DC offices, where he
serves as a consultant to domestic and foreign clients, providing government and public
affairs services. He is responsible for developing and implementing legislative strategies, as
well as media and policy-related initiatives. Frank has over a decade of experience in
international business. He has represented both foreign governments as well as American
and foreign corporations before the US Government, with special expertise in Middle East
markets.
Prior to this, Frank spent four years on Capitol Hill, where he served as the senior
legislative assistant to Congressman James Maloney (D-CT), and supported the
congressman’s work on the House Armed Services Committee. In addition to defense and
national security issues, Frank was also responsible for foreign affairs and trade issues for
the congressman. Frank worked for the Washington Institute for Near East Policy and
interned at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. Frank is a founder of the
United States Kurdistan Business Council, and currently serves as its vice president.
Frank holds a bachelor’s degree from Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota, and a
Master’s degree from the School of International Service at American University.

David Vitter • CO-CHAIRMAN
David Vitter is a Co-Chairman of Mercury in Washington, D.C and leads the development
of Mercury’s Gulf South operations. He helps clients with strategic government relations.
Prior to joining Mercury, Vitter served two terms in the United States Senate where he
was ranking member of the Committee on the Environment and Public Works. In this role,
he crafted and passed major legislation including: the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety
for the 21st Century Act, a landmark Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) reform that
passed with historic, bi-partisan support; the Water Resources Reform and Development
Act of 2014 (WRRDA); and the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act of 2015 (FAST
Act). He also achieved substantial reform within federal agencies like EPA, and was a
leading member of the Judiciary, Banking, and Small Business Committees. He built a
reputation as a strong conservative voice for reform, always fighting to reign in excessive
Washington power and regulation.
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Vitter also served in the U.S. House, where he represented Louisiana’s 1st District. After
winning his seat in a special election in 1999, he went on to be reelected twice. He was
active on the Appropriations, Transportation and Infrastructure, Judiciary, and Budget
Committees. Prior to being elected to Congress, he served in the Louisiana House of
Representatives and was a business attorney.
David earned a Bachelor’s degree from Harvard University (Magna Cum Laude/Phi Beta
Kappa), a Master’s with Highest Honors from Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar, and a
Juris Doctor from Tulane Law School, where he was Articles Editor of the Law Review. He,
his wife Wendy, and their four children live in Metairie, Louisiana.

Morris L. Reid • PARTNER
Morris L. Reid is a Partner in Mercury’s Washington, D.C. and London offices. Morris has
worked with high-profile individuals, government officials and corporate executives,
advising on high-level political and corporate issues for more than 15 years. His public
affairs advisory work focuses on brand building, international relations and advocacy, and
issues, crisis, and reputation management. He has designed and executed lucrative
business development plans, including business matchmaking and securing foreign direct
investment. A globally recognized strategist, Morris has worked in Asia, Latin America, and
across the Middle East and Africa in both the public and private sectors.
Prior to joining Mercury, Morris was a leader in BGR Group’s International Practice after
joining BGR through its acquisition of his consulting and media relations firm, Westin
Rinehart. Before establishing Westin Rinehart, Morris was a Principal at Dewey Square
Group.
A senior staff aide to the late Commerce Secretary Ronald Brown and then-Housing
Secretary Andrew Cuomo during the Clinton administration, Morris also served as director
of Vice President Al Gore’s office at the 1996 Democratic Convention and Deputy
Director of Vice Presidential Operation for Clinton/Gore ’96. He is currently advising
several presidential campaigns in Africa, candidates in the FIFA and World Health
Organization (WHO) leadership races, and recently managed the successful global
campaign to elect the current President of the African Development Bank. Morris advises
prime ministers, finance ministers, foreign ministers and health ministers in some of the
world’s most prominent emerging markets.
Morris’ media contributions as an expert in political and business marketing has been
featured across all media platforms, including France 24, FOX News, Sky News, Al Jazeera,
BBC, CNN, CNBC, MSNBC, as well as the New York Times, USA Today, Financial Times,
and Details and Forbes magazines. In the 2008 and 2012 U.S. presidential campaigns,
Morris was one of several senior Democratic strategists utilized by the Obama campaign
to engage the mainstream media.
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An Ohio native, Morris is a graduate of the Ray C. Bliss Institute at Akron University and
serves on the boards of GW Medical Faculty Associates, VH1 Save the Music Foundation
and Global Leadership Institution. He is married to Jaci Wilson Reid and lives in London
and Washington.

Michael DuHaime • PARTNER
Mike DuHaime is a Partner at Mercury. Mike is among the most accomplished political
operatives in the country and was recently awarded the 2014 Campaign Strategist of the
Year by The American Association of Political Consultants (AAPC).
Mike is one of ten Partners that runs the firm nationally. His unparalleled knowledge of the
region’s politics, government and business sectors prove as an invaluable resource to
private sector clients in throughout the entire Northeast. He also works closely with
Mercury’s other national offices providing counsel on public awareness campaigns and
policy initiatives. In recognition of his work, PolitickerNJ has recognized Mike as one of
New Jersey’s most powerful people every single year since 2001, and he was the second
most powerful on the 2013 Power 100 List.
In 2014, Mike served as the senior advisor to the Republican Governors Association where
he helped oversee the committee’s efforts on behalf of Gov. Rick Scott (FL), Gov. Rick
Snyder (MI), Gov. Scott Walker (WI), Gov. Bruce Rauner (IL), Gov Terry Branstad (IA), Gov.
Charlie Baker (MA), Gov. Paul LePage (ME), Gov. Nikki Haley (SC), Gov. Asa Hutchinson
(AR) and Gov. Larry Hogan (MD).
In both 2009 and 2013, Mike was lead strategist for Governor Christie’s gubernatorial
election. His first victory marked the first GOP statewide win in NJ since 1997 and the
largest win for a GOP challenger since 1942. Last year’s election built upon that success
with a historic 22 point margin victory that included winning 57% of women and 51% of
the Hispanic vote.
Mike served as a member of the Governor’s Executive Transition Team, chairing its
subcommittee on Authorities. His recommendations presaged the fundamental shift in
how that state aggressively deals with the dozens of state and multi-state authorities
under its jurisdiction.
Mike also advises multiple Fortune 500 companies, trade associations, sports teams,
corporations and non-profits in the areas of public relations, crisis management, grassroots
organization, survey research, strategic planning and marketing. His industry leading
counsel led NJBIZ, New Jersey’s preeminent business magazine, to name Mike as one of
the 10 most powerful people in the state.
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In 2010 and 2012, he spearheaded the National Republican Senatorial Committee’s
independent expenditure efforts contributing to the victories of Senators Mark Kirk (IL),
Pat Toomey (PA), Jeff Flake (AZ) and Dean Heller (NV). Additionally, Mike served as an
advisor to North Carolina Governor Pat McCrory’s successful election campaign on behalf
of the Republican Governors Association.
In 2011, Mike served as the Chairman of the Republican Delegation for New Jersey’s bipartisan Congressional Redistricting Commission. Mike led the Republicans to a significant
win resulting in the Redistricting Commission adopting the Republicans’ congressional
map by a 7-6 vote.
Previously, Mike served as Political Director of the Republican National Committee and in
senior positions for President George W. Bush, Mayor Rudy Giuliani and Senator John
McCain. At the time he was named by Time Magazine as one of the 40 under 40 rising stars
of American politics.
A graduate of Rutgers University with a BA in journalism and political science, Mike is also
an adjunct political science professor at Rutgers. Mike has also spoken on politics and
public affairs at Princeton, Harvard, NYU and UCLA. He was a four-year skater on the
Rutgers Ice Hockey team where he served as a captain for championship teams his junior
and senior seasons.
Mike lives in Westfield, NJ with his wife, Dore, and their three children.

Bryan Lanza • MANAGING DIRECTOR
Bryan Lanza is a Managing Director in Mercury’s Washington DC office, specializing in
public affairs and media strategy. A leading Republican strategist with extensive
experience in political campaigns, policy and media relations, Bryan provides key
leadership for clients across Mercury’s U.S. and international offices.
Prior to joining Mercury, Bryan served as Communications Director for President Donald
J. Trump’s Transition Team. Bryan worked closely with the President’s advisers and White
House leadership to ensure a smooth, successful Cabinet appointment process, in addition
to managing media inquiries throughout the campaign and transition periods. His role with
the Trump administration was immediately preceded by his tenure as Deputy
Communications Director for the Trump-Pence Presidential campaign, where he helped to
craft strategy and messaging for the campaign, in addition to managing media relations
oversight and surrogate management.
Throughout his career, Bryan has been a key adviser in conservative politics and policy at
the state and national level. In the role of Communications Director for Citizens United,
Bryan managed all external and internal communications while also working closely with
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the group’s President David Bossie. From 2013-2014, Lanza was a Senior Associate at
Townsend Public Affairs. As manager of the DC office, he offered planning and
implementation of policy priorities to dozens of California cities and municipalities.
Prior to his time in Washington, Lanza held a number of key roles in the California
government. His policy experience includes chief of staff tenures at the California State
Senate and Assembly where he specialized in agriculture, health and transportation issues,
and was involved in a number of key statewide initiatives and budget negotiations. Bryan
played a key role in organizing support to pass a constitutional amendment that
restructured the California primary system in 2010.
From 1999-2007, Lanza founded and led his own public affairs shop, Lanza Strategies, in
the role of President. He has lived all over the U.S. working on political campaigns. Bryan is
a graduate of California State University at Long Beach. Both natives of California, he and
his wife, Christine, reside in Arlington.

Al Simpson • MANAGING DIRECTOR
Al Simpson is a Managing Director in Mercury’s Washington, D.C. office. Al draws upon his
extensive experience in politics and policymaking at the local, state and federal levels to
advise clients in strategic government relations.
Before joining Mercury, Al served as Chief of Staff to incoming Office of Management and
Budget Director Mick Mulvaney. Throughout his tenure with the then-Congressman, Al’s
work focused on health care, energy and infrastructure policy.
As Mulvaney’s campaign manager, Al played an integral role in his campaign and successful
election to the House of Representatives. Al led the campaign in its historic upset,
unseating a 28-year incumbent and ending over 100 years of Democratic control of South
Carolina’s 5th Congressional District.
Al is a seasoned political professional, holding several state government and party
positions in his native South Carolina before joining Congressman Mulvaney’s staff. He
was elected to Chair the South Carolina State Board of Education in 2008, where he lead
sweeping changes to the operation of the board. He also served on the SC State Health
Insurance Pool board, a role appointed by Governor Mark Sanford. Al also had the great
privilege to serve as the state’s Republican Party Chair.
Before entering the public sector, Simpson sold equipment to manufacturing facilities for
Capital manufacturing, and was later a Vice President and General Manager for SDL Atlas.
His nearly twenty years in the private sector afforded him the opportunity to visit 37
countries. He and his wife of thirty years live in Washington, D.C. and have three children,
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one of which is a U.S. marine currently on active duty. Al is an avid golfer and USC
Gamecock football fan.

Andrea Bozek • SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
Andrea Bozek is a Senior Vice President of Mercury Buffalo, leading the firm’s operations
in the City of Good Neighbors. Andrea is a seasoned political operative who was the first
person to serve as Communications Director for both the House and Senate campaign
arms of the United States Congress. She has over a decade of experience in public affairs at
the national, state and local level. In addition to her national experience, Andrea has served
as Communication Director and Legislative Assistant for two Western New York
Congressmen, Thomas Reynolds and Christopher Lee. She specializes in crisis
communications, media training, public affairs and government relations.
Most recently Andrea was the Communications Director at the National Republican
Senatorial Committee in the 2016 cycle. Andrea was the primary spokeswoman for
national print, radio, and television outlets for the NRSC and was the chief public relations
strategist for all Senate campaigns. Despite having to defend 24 incumbents in a volatile
political environment, Andrea crafted a messaging strategy to make running as an
incumbent a positive. Every message was highly targeted and purposefully local. In the
2014 and 2016 cycle, Andrea developed a strategic messaging tool-kit for Members and
candidates that proactively inoculated them from “War on Women” attacks; efforts
recognized by The Washington Post, National Public Radio and The Buffalo News.
During the 2014 cycle, Andrea was the Communications Director at the National
Republican Congressional Committee. At the NRCC Andrea led a communications team of
eleven professionals who advised and assisted House Republican members and candidates
in message development and political campaign strategy. More than eighty Members of
Congress and top-tier candidates have relied on Andrea’s media training course to
effectively communicate and tailor their national message on a local level.
Prior to serving as Communications Director at the NRCC, Andrea served as Deputy
Communications Director and Regional Press Secretary. In those roles Andrea crafted and
implemented political communications plans for more than 40 targeted Congressional
campaigns and was a key player in implementing the communications strategy that led to
historic Republican gains in the U.S. House of Representatives.
Andrea has also been involved in several political campaigns both at the presidential and
congressional levels. In the 2008 cycle, she helped develop a campaign strategy in one of
the most highly contested congressional races in the country that led to a 15-point victory
for a candidate in an open seat. In addition, Andrea served as regional coordinator and
research analyst for John McCain’s presidential campaign. At McCain headquarters,
Andrea coordinated the campaign’s regional media outreach – facilitating regional
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television and radio bookings for campaign surrogates and drafting press releases to
announce campaign supporters, candidate appearances and campaign initiatives. In
addition, she prepared research materials on candidates and policy issues and assisted in
rapid response during primary debates.
During her time on Capitol Hill, Andrea has developed and executed communication
strategies on legislative issues ranging from health care to financial reform. As
communications director and primary spokeswoman for Congressman Tom Reynolds and
Congressman Chris Lee, she built strong working relationships with key local and national
reporters, editors, TV/radio outlets and bloggers. In addition, Andrea implemented an
aggressive digital strategy, including a state-of-the-art website and social networking
outreach. The non-partisan Congressional Management Foundation recognized the
website as one of the best on Capitol Hill.
In addition to her political experience, Andrea was an Account Supervisor at Edelman
Public Relations. At Edelman, Andrea was on the internal communications team at Pfizer
Consumer Healthcare. She developed strategic plans and programs to communicate
operational objectives and information to 15,000 Pfizer employees around the world. In
addition to her work at Pfizer, she implemented grassroots and media outreach for
American Public Health Association’s signature campaign; National Public Health Week.
Andrea is a graduate of John Carroll University. She and her husband split time between
Buffalo, New York and Washington D.C.

Stephen Aaron • SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
Stephen Aaron is a Senior Vice President in Mercury’s Washington DC office. He is a
public affairs professional with more than a decade’s experience moving public policy in
the most adverse circumstances. Having worked with Congress, corporations and
associations in high profile situations, he now helps clients nuance complex issues to
deliver effective messages amid intense national debates. His counsel is equally respected
in the boardroom, and in the corridors of Congress, for his deep awareness of the dynamics
that move and shape constituencies.
Prior to joining Mercury, Mr. Aaron was lobbying and managing political public affairs
campaigns at LEVICK Strategic Communications on contentious issues such as tobacco
and patent reform. And prior to LEVICK, he spent eight years as a senior lobbyist at a
leading DC advocacy organization. During his lobbying tenure, Stephen helped guide the
association through some of it most difficult challenges the organization ever faced. His
duties included witness preparation for nationally televised Congressional hearings,
testimony preparation, message crafting and strategic delivery that led to key legislative
victories.
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Mr. Aaron’s career in DC began in the Senate working under Chairman Inhofe on the
Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works. His portfolio included endangered
species, invasive species, and water policy, with the majority of efforts focused on the
Army Corps of Engineers. The Committee was responsible for the response to Hurricane
Katrina during his time on the Hill, and Stephen was one of the lead staffers developing
Congress’ response to the crisis.
It is this extensive experience in crisis communications and strategy that have helped mold
Mr. Aaron into a trusted advisor. He recognizes what crises can do to a brand and how to
mitigate the risk, while making sure to properly engage the constituencies that matter
most.

Jennifer Kaufmann • DIRECTOR
Jennifer is a Director in Mercury’s Washington, D.C. office where she assists foreign and
private sector clients in navigating the federal government, and executes high-level
government relations and public affairs campaigns.
Prior to joining Mercury, Jennifer served as a policy advisor and counsel to Representative
Alcee L. Hastings (D-FL), a member of the House Committee on Rules. In that role Jennifer
managed the Congressman’s committee portfolio and gained extensive experience
working on matters related to transportation, financial services, and judiciary issues.
Jennifer has also worked as a practicing attorney and judicial clerk. Prior to attending law
school she worked for Senator Benjamin L. Cardin from 2007 to 2009 after serving as a
research assistant on his successful Senate campaign.
Jennifer is a graduate of the University of Miami, with a degree in Political Science. She
received her JD, cum laude, from the American University Washington College of Law.
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