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7/18/2017
17-167-CC
Adopt a resolution for a vision of 100 percent
renewable energy powering the Menlo Park
community by 2030

Recommendation
Staff recommends the City Council adopt the attached resolution for a vision of 100 percent renewable
energy powering the community by 2030 in accordance with the “Mayors for 100% Clean Energy” initiative
Policy Issues
The proposed action is consistent with City policies and the City Council’s vision of environmental
leadership and sustainability.
Background
On June 20, 2017, the City Council reaffirmed its commitment to combating climate change, in keeping with
the City of Menlo Park’s adopted climate action plan, by adopting a resolution upholding the goals of the
Paris Agreement under the Climate Mayor’s national framework.
In June 2017, the U.S. Conference of Mayors approved a resolution supporting 100 percent renewable
energy goal by 2035 and launched the “Mayors for 100% Clean Energy” initiative in partnership with the
Sierra Club’s Ready for 100 Campaign. This campaign calls on all mayors of all cities and towns across the
country to support a vision for 100 percent clean and renewable energy for their communities.
By April 2017, all Menlo Park residential and commercial customers gained access to electricity that is, at a
minimum, 50 percent renewable and 75 percent carbon-free through Peninsula Clean Energy, a community
choice energy program. All customers also have access to a premium option that provides 100 percent
renewable and 100 percent carbon-free energy at an added cost of about $0.01 per kilowatt hour
(equivalent to about $2.29 per month extra for a typical residential customer).
Analysis
The “Mayor’s for 100% Clean Energy” initiative and the Ready for 100 Campaign both call for communities
to commit to a goal of achieving 100 percent renewable energy. Some cities have supported this by simply
converting their municipal operations to 100 percent renewable, while others have sought a communitywide
renewable energy goal. Menlo Park and other cities within the Peninsula Clean Energy service area have
the great opportunity to achieve renewable energy goals for both.
In 2016, the Menlo Park City Council chose to opt-up to 100 percent renewable and 100 percent carbon
free electricity for all municipal operations. In addition, the Peninsula Clean Energy Board of Directors has
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adopted a strategic goal to source 100 percent of its energy from California renewable power sources by
2025. This would make the default electricity offering provided to all residential and commercial customers
100 percent renewable.
The goal of achieving communitywide 100 percent renewable energy by 2030 is attainable through
promotion of Peninsula Clean Energy, ongoing efforts to switch away from carbon-burning fuels such as
coal, gasoline and natural gas in favor of renewably generated electricity, and the market’s forward
momentum for electric vehicles and solar panels.
The attached resolution is consistent with the previously adopted, aspirational elements in the city’s climate
action plan and affirms Menlo Park’s commitment to its goals.
Public Notice
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with the agenda items being listed, at least 72
hours prior to the meeting.
Attachments
A. Resolution adopting a vision of 100 percent renewable energy powering the Menlo Park community by
2030
Report prepared by:
Clay Curtin, Assistant to the City Manager/Interim Sustainability Manager
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ATTACHMENT A
RESOLUTION NO.
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MENLO PARK
ADOPTING A VISION OF 100 PERCENT RENEWABLE ENERGY
POWERING THE MENLO PARK COMMUNITY BY 2030
WHEREAS, consensus exists among the world’s leading climate scientists that global
warming caused by emissions of greenhouse gases from human activities is among the
most significant problems facing the world today; and
WHEREAS, the general preference for meeting energy needs remains energy efficiency,
and the City aims to further this goal by acquiring cost- and energy-efficient equipment
through its approved environmentally preferred purchasing policy; and
WHEREAS, challenges with the cost of electricity for residential and commercial ratepayers is an important challenge to the city’s economic and social well-being; and
WHEREAS, renewable energy resources have been shown by a wide range of studies
to be the most cost-effective and stable future sources of power generation; and
WHEREAS, the economic opportunities presented by a clean energy transition far
outweigh the opportunities to expanding the fossil fuel economy; and
WHEREAS, rooftop solar, low-income community solar and demand control
technologies offer opportunities to more people and can stimulate new economic activity
in the City, and lift up those most impacted by high energy costs; and
WHEREAS, one sector alone, solar energy, accounts for over 300,000 jobs in the United
States, representing a 25 percent growth rate since 2015; and
WHEREAS, the State of California has mandated statewide reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030 and 80 percent below 1990 levels by
2050; and
WHEREAS, the City of Menlo Park has mandated citywide reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions to 27 percent below 2005 levels by 2020; and
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Menlo Park, acting by and
through its City Council, indicates its vision for 100 percent renewable energy powering
the Menlo Park community by 2030; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Menlo Park joins over 100 other U.S. cities
in committing and working toward 100 percent renewable energy.
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I, Jelena Harada, Deputy City Clerk of Menlo Park, do hereby certify that the above and
foregoing City Council Resolution was duly and regularly passed and adopted at a
meeting by said City Council on the eighteenth day of July, 2017, by the following votes:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the Official Seal of
said City on this eighteenth day of July, 2017.

Jelena Harada
Deputy City Clerk
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