Library Commission
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
3/18/2019
Date:
Time:
6:30 p.m.
Menlo Park Library
800 Alma St., Menlo Park, CA 94025
A.

Chair Leep called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.

B.

Roll Call
Present:
Absent:
Staff:

C.

Bugna, Chambers, Cohen, Hadrovic, Leep, Pandey
Lemons
Interim Library Services Director Reinhart, Assistant Library Services Director Szegda

Public Comment
The following public comments were received during the meeting:
• Pam Jones thanked the Commission for their robust discussion of the BHNLAC issue. Ms. Jones
shared her opinion that BHNLAC should remain a distinct committee. Ms. Jones suggested that the
Commission contact the Complete Streets Commission and ask them how their merger went.
Jim
Lewis thanked the Library staff for their efforts to assist in the dedication ceremony for the Menlo
•
Gates. Mr. Lewis distributed a packet of articles and photos about the ceremony to the Commission
(attachment A).
• Lynne Bramlett shared her view that the staff report ignores Council feedback on keeping BHNLAC as
a separate committee. Ms. Bramlett suggested that the Commission’s work plan should be conveyed
to the City Council without filters from the staff.

D.

Regular Business

D1.

Approve the minutes from the February 25, 2019 Library Commission Special Meeting
Commissioner Hadrovic clarified that she did not attend the Oversight and Outreach meeting for the Parks and
Rec Master Plan, but was providing a report on the meeting’s content.
ACTION: Motion/second (Pandey/Chambers) to approve the minutes as amended passed unanimously.

D2.

Belle Haven Library Space Needs Study and Recommended Next Steps
Interim Director Reinhart gave a brief presentation on the draft recommended building program for the new
Belle Haven Branch Library. He noted that the draft recommended program incorporates all of the functional
elements highly rated by neighborhood participants in the Space Needs Study:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

An enclosed space where children can receive homework help after school,
An enclosed, sound-insulated room dedicated for use by teens,
A 110-seat dividable community meeting room,
Multiple sound-insulated small study rooms for 2-4 people each,
Quiet reading areas and seating options geared for adult visitors,
A space for computer classes, and
A dedicated floor space for early childhood education activities like storytimes.
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Interim Director Reinhart reported that the City Council will receive an information item on the study at their
March 26 meeting incorporating Commission and public feedback, and that the final study is scheduled to be
presented to the Council at their April 16 meeting (to be held in Belle Haven at the Senior Center).
Chair Leep asked staff to keep in mind community member comments before the Commission that favored the
Onetta Harris campus as the site for the new branch library.
Interim Director Reinhart replied that extensive outreach during the preliminary design phase would be made
in the neighborhood in order to help determine siting for the new branch library. Staff will consider all available
options for siting and present them to the Council.
ACTION: Motion/second (Leep/Pandey) to recommend that the City Council receive the Belle Haven Branch
Library Space Needs Study and recommended building program and authorize staff to proceed to the project’s
preliminary design phase and issue a Request for Proposals (RFP) for architectural preliminary design
services passed unanimously.
D3.

Discuss Library Commission Semi-annual update to City Council.
Commissioners suggested the following edits to Chair Leep’s draft update presentation:
• Refer to the Space Needs Study as “completed” (for update in May)
• Change the tense used to refer to the affiliate updates
• Note that members of the Belle Haven neighborhood have expressed concern about the merger of the
Library Commission and the BHNLAC because of the historically inadequate representation for Belle
Haven and the unwieldy-ness of larger advisory groups
• Regarding the proposed merger – “should the City Council so decide to merge BHNLAC and the Library
Commission...”
• Remove high school commission representative from the report
• Include current status of Commission 2-year work plan development

D4.

Discuss Updates to Library Commission Two Year Work Plan
• Commissioners agreed that a new Belle Haven branch library should remain their top priority goal, and
improvements to the main library should remain their second priority goal.
• Commissioners requested copies of the current City Council work plan and the Library’s Strategic Plan
Update be made available for their review (Assistant Director Szegda will send).
• Commissioner Bugna suggested the term used to refer to library “partner” organizations be changed to
“associates”. Interim Director Reinhart suggested the term “affiliates”.
The Commission will review the Council’s work plan and the strategic plan update and continue their work at
their April meeting.

D5.

Review and update: Library Commission agenda calendar
• Commissioner Hadrovic requested that exploring options for youth involvement with the Commission
remain on the calendar.
Chair
Leep made a motion to change the location for the April 2019 Commission meeting to the Belle
•
Haven branch.
ACTION: Motion /second (Leep/Hadrovic) to change the location of the April 2019 Library Commission
meeting to the Belle Haven branch library at 413 Ivy Drive passes unanimously.

E.

Informational Items

E1.

Update on the proposed merger of the Library Commission and the Belle Haven Neighborhood Library
Advisory Committee
Assistant Director Szegda reported that City Council took no vote on the proposed merger, and instead formed
a City Council subcommittee of Councilmember Nash and Mayor Pro Tem Taylor to explore the issue further.
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Staff will update the Commission as new information becomes available.
(Commissioner Pandey left the meeting at 7:36PM)
E2.

Library staff updates
• Interim Director Reinhart reported that 26 applications had been received for Little Free Libraries. Funding
from the Friends of the Library and the Library Foundation will cover the purchase and installation of 20
Little Free Libraries. The Library will cover the costs for the additional applicants. The installations should
begin in May.
• The deadline for entering the Youth Poetry contest, which is co-sponsored by the Foundation and the City,
is March 25. The awards ceremony will take place at the City Council meeting on May 7.

F.

Commissioner Reports

F1.

Individual commissioner reports
No reports.

G.

Adjournment
Chair Leep adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m.

Attachments:
A.

Written public comment submitted to the Commission by Jim Lewis.

Minutes approved at April 15, 2019 Library Commission meeting
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