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Meeting Overview 

ÅProvide an overview of Downtown aspects of plan 

ÅPublic Improvements 

ÅPrivate Improvements 

ÅReceive public comment 

ÅJuly 11 meeting intended as the primary comment opportunity 

(comments summarized in July 21 staff report Attachment A), but 

additional input welcomed 

ÅOpportunity for Planning Commission technical or 

clarification questions 

ÅProvide tentative recommendations for Downtown 



El Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan 

ÅMulti-year process to establish a clear long-term plan 
for the El Camino Real corridor and Downtown. 

ÅSpecific Plan process preceded by an initial visioning 
exercise to define broad goals 

ÅExtensive community engagement and documentation 
of process on project web page 
(www.menlopark.org/specificplan)  

http://www.menlopark.org/specificplan


El Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan 

What is the Specific Plan? 

ÅA clear and action-oriented 
plan for the next 20 to 30 
years 

ÅA detailed framework for 
public space improvements 

ÅA strong foundation for 
private development 

ÅCurrently, a draft document 

What is it not? 

ÅAn individual private 
development project 

ÅA final decision on every 
public improvement 

 Draft Specific Plan released April 7, 2010 



Geographic Areas 

Planning Commission review of 

Draft Specific Plan divided by 

geographic zone: 

 

ÅStation Area (July 21) 

ÅDowntown (July 28) 

ÅEl Camino Real (August 4) 

 

Tentative recommendations for 

individual zones to be reviewed 

comprehensively and finalized 

at end of August 4 meeting or 

on August 22 



Downtown 

ÅHistoric core of 

Menlo Park 

ÅLocated in close 

proximity to El 

Camino Real and 

the Station Area 

ÅAlways part of plan, 

from initial visioning 

process 



Downtown 

Illustrative rendering of one potential development scenario- all graphics conceptual 



Downtown 

Illustrative rendering of one potential development scenario- all graphics conceptual 



ÅSanta Cruz Avenue 

Sidewalks 

ÅSanta Cruz Avenue 

Central Plaza 

ÅChestnut Paseo 

ÅMarket Place 

ÅOther Improvements 

Downtown: Public Improvements 



Downtown: Public Improvements 

Santa Cruz Avenue Sidewalks 

Å Sidewalks widened by changing 

angled parking to parallel and 

narrowing travel lanes 

ÅMedian trees retained 

ÅNew trees added within parking 

lane 



Downtown: Public Improvements 
Santa Cruz Avenue Sidewalks 

Å Additional width to provide outdoor dining and other social space 

Å Generally update furnishings and style 

 

Current Proposed 



Downtown: Public Improvements 

Santa Cruz Avenue Central Plaza 

Å Between Crane/Chestnut (north legs) 

Å Auto travel lanes and median trees 

retained 

Å On-street parking removed 

Å Sidewalks widened to maximum extent 

Å Raised/enhanced pavement 

Å Potential closures for special events 

 



Downtown: Public Improvements 

Chestnut Paseo 

ÅPedestrian-only street 

along northern half of 

block, linked to Central 

Plaza 

ÅEmergency vehicle 

access preserved 

ÅAuto access to Plazas 6 

and 7 from southern half 

of street 

ÅLinked with market place 

concept 

 


